{21 Decrkaeer, 1910.] 2579

The Premier: Then they are breaking
the law.

Mr. PRICE: No good service ¢ould be
rendered by closing the Kalgan river.
The river should not be thrown open for
indiscriminate fishing by fishermen for
sale, but there could be restrictions on the
mesh of the net used. 1f the settlers were
compelled te fish by lines only it would
mean that they must leave the work of
developing their holdings in order to go
to the river to catch fish. They should be
siven the opportunity of netting fish for
their own private consumption, Why the
Trnigration and Tourists and General
Information Bureau was brought into ex-
istence was somewhat of a mystery. The
department was uot going in any way
cutside the beaten tracks of the old Tm-
migration Bureau. Its efforts were con-
cenirated on the caves at Busselton, hut
there were other spots in Western Aus-
tralia besides these caves, Albany dis-
triet was absolutely neglected by the de-
partment.  Information was needed on
this point, and also in rezard to the com-
ments hy the Auditor (eneral on the
Police Department,

Mr. UNDERWOOD: T wish to speak
generally.

The CHATRMAX: The Premier had
already replied to the general discussion.
Hon. members were allowed to speak
afterwards, bubt it was not antieipated
lhey would speak at lengih.

The PREMIER: There was no desire
to stop discussion, but hon. members
would have the opportunity on each vote
to raise points mentioned to-night. I
was arranged with the leader of the Op-
position {o repart progress and adjourn
the House as soon as an item was reached.

Mr. Heitmann: I wish to speak on
Ttem 1.

The CHAIRMAN : Thoes the hon, mem-
ber eall Ttem 17

Mr. Heitmann ; Yes.

Progress reported.

Tlounse adjourned al 1122 p.m.

Legislative Council,
Wednesday, 21t December, 1910.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
430 p.m., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTTED.

By the Colonial Secretary: 1, Plans of
proposed railway, Katanning to Nampup.
2, Report of Commissioner of Taxation
for the year ended 30th June, 1410,

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On  motion by Hon. J. W. Kirwan,
leave of absence for the remainder of the
session granted fo Hon. J. B. Dodd on
aecount of jll health.

BILL—LICENSING,
Report of Commitiee, after recommit-
tal, adopted.

BILL—HEALTH,
In Commitiee,
Hon. W, Kingsmill in the Chair.
Clause 1—8hort title and commence-
ment :
The COLONTAL SECRETARY moved
an amendment-—

That the following new subclause be
added:—The QGoverror may at any
time after the passing of this Act make
any such appaintment of officers, tlo
take effect upon the coming into opera-
ten of this .ct, as he might have made
if this Act had come into operation at
the passing thereof.”

The reason for the amendment was to
make it clear that it would not he neces-
sary to reappoint the ollicers in the
Health Department in econsequence of
the passing of this measure. There wasa
donbt about the matter and to make it
clear and so that there should be no
break in the continunity it was considered
advisable to insert the amendment.
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Amendment passed; the clause as an-
ended agreed to.

Clause 2—agreed io.

Clause 3—Interpretation:

Hon, D G GAWLER moved an am-
endment-—

That in line 23 the words *Commis-
sianer means the ('ommissioner of Puli-
lie Heallh™ be struck out and “Central
Board means the Central Board as con-
stituted by this Aet” be inserted in licu,
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The

madler might he allowed to stand over un-
ril the Committee reached Part 2. The
amendment conld then be moved in Clause
7.

Hon. D. ¢. GAWLER: There would
be no objection to allowing the matter o
stand over until Clause 7 was veached.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: Jt
would make the matter clearer if the am-
endmeni were made in the right place
first. and then if carvied, congeguential
amendments could he made on recommit-
tal.

Hou. . G. GAWLER: There would
be nw objection to the suggestion. By per-
mission of the Flouse he would withdraw
it at this stage.

Hon., J. W, KIRWAN: [t might be
better to have the question discussed at
an early stawe-and it ecould be used as
a lest and determined straight away.
Even though it conld not be discussed in
ils proper place, the matier was so im-
portant thal wonld he advisable to settie
it straight away.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
importance of the question was the rea-
son for asking that it should be dealt
with at the proper place. This was only
a definition elause, and it would be hard
for memhers to grasp what was aimed at
if the amendment were mnved at this
slage,

Amendment by leave withdrawn,

On motion by the COLONIAL SE(-
RETARY, the clause was amended by
<iriking out of the definition of “lodging
house” the words “the licensed premises
of a licensed viclnaller,” and by insert-
ing the following in lien. “premises li-
censed nnder a publican's general, way-
side house, or hotel license.”

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. 2. F. CULLEXN moved au amend-
ment-—

That in tive 5 of the definition of
“lodginghouse”™ the word ~harboured”
be struck oul.

The word was entirely superfluous; the
word “lodeed” eovered all that was in-
tended.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: 'The
words in the elanse had always been used
and it was very necessary io make the in-
tention of the Lerislature clear, hecanse
in a court of law a lawver might find it
very easy io find a louphole. Tt might be
argued that a man had not been lodged
at a house but had been allowed to stay
{here.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: “Lodged” covered
it all.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Tt
had been held that “lodged” did not cover
it all, and the word “harboured” had been
inserted to make clear what was the in-
tention of the :Aet.

Houn, T. F. C(UTLLEN: We were ne-
glecting the modern forms such as Sir
Samuel (friffith had introduced in the
drafting of Bills in Qneensland and in
the Federal Constitution. " If we stuck to
centory old verbiage we would never reach
a better style in onr Bills,

Amendment put and negatived.

Hon. J. W, LANGSYORD: The clause
contained a definition of “piggery,” but
that word oceurred nowbere else in the
Rill

The COLONIAL SECRETARY :
There was mention of power {o make

by-laws dealing with piggeries.

Hon, J. F. CULLEN: A boardinghonse
was defined as a place where there were
more than six persons living, and a
lodginghouse as a place where there were
move than three. He did not think that
that was the intention,

The COLONTAL SECRETARY :
Originally the definition had been three
for a boardinghouse and three for a
lodginzhouse, Tt had been pointed out
that a good many people took a fow
friends as boarders, and such people
should not bhe snhjeet to vezisiration in
the ordinary way. The select committee
after hearing evidence had raised the
numher of persens in the case of a board-
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inghouse from three to six and had left
the lodginghouse at three.

('lause as previously amended agreed to,
Clanses 4, 3, and {-—agreed lo.
('lause 7-—Minister:

Han. 2. G. GAWLER moved an am-

endment—
That the word “JMinister™ be struck

owt and “Cenlval Board of Health™ {u-

seried tn len,
On the second reading lie had explained
his views on the matler of health ¢ontrol
and there was no necessity o further
labour the question. Briefly stated his
ohjection to the commissioner was, in the
firet place. that ii was almost impossible
to wei a man to ecarry oul the dunties of
the position. Iliven if one nman were ob-
tained the Slate would be very unlikely
to get another. The commissioner would
want w eombination of wonderful attri-
butes of all sorts, ineluding tael, firmness.
judgment. and technical knonwledge, which
were ravely to be found in one man. Tt
was doubtful also whether a single indi-
vidual would have the same control over
the lneal bodies as the present board had.
The local bodies would be impatient of
control by one man and would not submit
to his dielation. A board composed of
four ar five men with equal authority was
likely to have muecl more influence over
the loeal bodies, The commissioner would
need ta have a kuewledoe of the general
administration of health. of publie huild-
mnzs. and of sewerawe and  drainage
amongzst other matters, which, if he were
a medieal man. as was said to be the in-
fention, he would be very unlikely to have.
It was sugpested that the eommissioner
could confer with the heads of depart-
ments, but it would he purely a matter
of courtesy on their part if they assisted
him, and. threfore. he would have to rvelv
on his own knowledze, [n the Rill ihe
Minister was placed over lhe commis-
gioner as a court of appeal fromn the de-
cisions of the commissioner, and the eon-
sequence of appointing one man to con-
trel the health laws would be that, if le
did not happen to possess all the qualifi-
cations necessary. he would refer all his
responsibilities to the Minister.
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The Coloninl Secrelary: The Minister
is nol a egurt of appeal under this Bill
or under the present Aci, bt he has (he
right of veto.

Hon. D. G. GAWLER: The Minister
was the last aulbority referved to. The
commissioner would he something in the
nature of a bureancrat. and it was the
tendency of bureaucrals generally to
avaid respensibility by taking the power
aoul of the hands of subordinates and
passing it on to the higher officials. In
that way they might expeet the commis-
sipner to simply pass on his responsi-
bility 1o the Minister.

The Colonial Seeretary: He would have
o anthority to pass it on to the Minister
at all,

Hon. D. G. GAWLER: The commis-
sioner surely had power of reference lo
the Mimster.

The Colonial Secretary: No.

Hon. D, G. GAWLER: Of his know-
ledge of the eentral board he counld say
that many malters had been referred by
the board to the Minister, and the posi-
tion of the commissioner would be very
muelt the same. He had had experience
of the ventral board and he econld say thal
that boedy had worked exceedingly well.
He denied that there had been any clash-
ing between the eentral authority and (he
local antbority: very few eases of frie-
tion had occurred, and where the central
board had had (o exereise its authority it
had done so most successfully. Only re-
centlv it had been necessary to punt an
end to the existence of a local board that
had not done its dutv. That was a very
large power to confer in one man, and if
exercised by him would make the local
anthorit¥ very impatient of control. If
tie power that was exercised the other
day had been exercised by one man there
would have been a great deal of trouble.

Hon. J. W, Langsford: How would vou
appoint (he hoard?

Hon. D. . GAWLER: The board as
at present appointed was a successful
body. 1t had a representative from ihe
aoldfields npon it and he (Mr. Gawler)
would he agreeable te adopt the sugge=-
tion whiecli had heen made lately and have
a represeniative from the metropolitan
bodies which would make the heard
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stronger. The board had io guard ihe
interests of the publie and consequently
must be a strong body to do so. Hold-
ing the views he did, he would be wanting
in his duly if he allowed the constitntion
of the board to go by without entering
a strong protest. Members might say that
by passing this amendment the Bill would
be wrecked in another place, but we
should not he frightened by ihe sugges-
tion of wrecking the Bill. What was the
use of the Council if we were to he influ-
enced by remarks of that kind? If an-
other place saw fit to still retain the pro-
posal in the Bill he (Mr. Gawler) would
he the last to insist on the amendment
being adopted.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
amendment was not quite in order, and
wouwld not be workable if carried, hut he
supposed the clause could be recast. The
object of the amendment was that instead
of having the Bill administered by a com-
missioner as laid down in the Bill it
would he administered by a hoard
of lhealth, For some years past
the health watters had heen admin-
isterel hy a  board and yenerally
speaking the board had worked very
well. The main faull was that the
central board did wot understand the
wants of ihe local hoards and they were
not experienced in publie health. In order
to meet that diffieulty, when the Bill was
introduced in another place he (the Min-
ister) had provided that three of ihe
members should he nominated and the
other two appointed on the recommenda-
tion of the combined boards. that was
that one should he appointed from the
coast and the other from the goldfields,
bat that idea had not met with the wishes
of anoiher place and the Bill was altered
to as it now stood. He had nothing io
say against the work of the eeniral board
in the past. The members had devoted a
lot of time and got little for it, they had
done zond work. hut there was always a
difficulty. The system of having a com-
missioner was not new, for it was in foree
in New Zealand and judging from the re-
ports which he had received the sysiem
was likely to come info foree in other
places. Tn New South Wales, Vieloria,
and Queensland they had eentral boards,

[COUNCIL.]

but they were not working satisfaciorily.
The science of public health was advane-
ing every day. and while ten years ago a
central board might have bheen a gzood
thing, it was nol as workable as it should
be to-day. The hon. member said the com-
missioner should have a great deal of
knowledge. What the hon. member meant
was that the central board as # now ex-
isted was composed of professional men.
There was an engineer and an architect
upon it and the president was a medieal
nian.

Hon. D, G. Gawler: I also suggest that
there should be delegates from outside
places in toueh with local matters,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : That
was no argument, becanse the Commis-
sioner of Public Health would have the
advice of the whole of the Government
departments; he would be able to call on
the Engineer-in-Chief or the Chief Archi-
teet for advice, and therefore he had the
best professional adviee at his disposal.
The Minister was not, as the mem-
ber stated, a cowrt of appeal. The
centra] board had certain dnties fto
perform and conld not refer them
to the Minister. True, they referred
certain  things to the Minister, but
it was a matter of conrtesy that they did
s0. The ouly power a Minister had was
that under Section 33 of the present Aot
he conld veto anything the ceniral hoard
might do. The Minister had no power to
velo any action of the loeal boards, un-
fortunately, nor had the eentral board any
power to do so. The Minister had power
to veto the acfions of the central board,
which would be an unusnal ihing to do,
but he {ihe Minister) had done so on one
or two oceasions when he felt justified
and he supposed his suecessors had done
the =ame, but the commissioner’s powers
under the Bill would be exactly the same.
There were certain statutory powers and
obligations. But he (the Minister) would
be sorry to have to administer a health
Act. No Minister could administer a
publie health Act if it was left solely in
his hands. it was purely a matter for
professional men, but Parliament had
said, and rightly so too, that the Minister
should have the power of veto,
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Hon. D. G. Gawler: The Mimster was
practically a court of appeal.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : Theve
was a great deal of difference between a
court of appeal and the vight of veto.
There was also this difference which the
hon, member, although a member of the
Central Board of Health, had losi
sight of, that the central board might at
any time hecome unworkable. Tf ihe
central board adhered strictly to their Act
it was unworkable now hecause every-
thing under the Aet had to be done by
the hoard, therefore the board wonld Lave

to  be constantly sitting. But  the
hoard had taken a commonsense view

of the matter and small matters were lefi
to the administration of the president of
the board. That had worked very well
in the past, but the difficulty was likely fo
arise at any fime. Above all things we
wantfed in publiec health administration a
professional man, There were questions
cropping up frequently of the adultera-
tion of food, and diseases, and these must
be dealt with by a professional man whe
had statntory powers and would he res-
ponsible. The hon. member (Mr. Gawler)
gave an instance where the central board
superseded the loeal board, that was the
ease at Southern Cross, and the member
said it wounld have created a greal deal of
hother if that had been done by the com-
missioner. At Sonthern (ross the board
had negleeted their duties, and if an ae-
tion were taken that might offend a loeal
board, still the health of the ecommunifty
had to be aitended to. If sanitary matters
were not attended to it wounld be right that
the commissioner should step in fo pro-
tect the health of the people generally.
This amendment would make a radieal al-
teration in the Bill and invelve huhdreds
of amendments without effecting any real
good. He did not say the central board
was not a workable proposition. but the
commissioner was the better of the two.
more particularly as the science of health
had advanced so much of late, that a pro-
fessional man must be put in charge of
the Aet., In what condition of affairs
would we find ourselves involved if the
Minisier had to give a decision on every
small matter affecting a local hoard every
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day in the week? Manifestly it would be
quite impossible. For these reasons be
trusted the amendment would noi be car-
ried.

Hon. R. LATURIE: The proposed
amendment was not a gooed one. The
Minister must control and generally ad-
minister the Act. Certainly the ecentral
hoard had done its work well, but he be-
lieved that the fewer local men we had
in authority in regard to public health
the better. 1t was much safer that the
question should be in (he hands of one
goad, strong man, whose living depended
upon it, than that we should have on a
board representatives from different parts
of the State. The commissioner wouid
have the advice of his expert officers just
as the central hoard had to-day. He had
ne faith in local inspectors, and for his
part he would have all the inspectors ap-
painted by the commissioner, Obviously
a man who lived in a particular distriet,
and wos paid by that distriet, looked to
satisfy that distriet, and not the central
board or the eommissioner, Of the two
forms lhe favoured thie commissioner as
against the central board. The proposed
amendment was a mistaken one,

Honr, Sir E. H. WITTENOOM: Hon.
members mnst agree with the Colonial
Seecretary. Naturally a board consisted
largely of irresponsible representatives,
and he eould not but think that the alter-
ations as eentained in the Bill would be
advantageous. We had  a responsible
Minister who would appoeint an experi
commissioner—and it was to be remem-
berved that an expert was precisely what
was wanted in connection with the admini-
stration of public health. Under fhese cir-
eumstances it would be a great pity if the
Committee aceepted the amendment,

Hon. J, W. KIRWAN: After all, Mr,
Gawler was byt endeavouring te carry out
the original infentions of the Govern-
ment, as expressed in the Bill when first
introduced in another place, when the Rill
provided for the appointment of 2 eeu-
tral board. Tt was a pity the Govern-
ment had vot adhered to their intention
in that vespeet, for a central hoard would
be move likely to have n general knowledee
of the whale State than any one individual
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could be expected ic possess. Moveover,
it would be safer than any single indi-
vidwal. He had been struck with the way
in which the Colontal Secretary had de-
fended the Bill in its present form. The
Minister had referred to the advantages
of the system of commissioner, and had
told the Committee how well that system
worked in other States. In view of
the Colonial Secretary’s attitude it was
surprising Lhat in the original framing
of the Bill provision had not been made
for the appointment of a commissioner.

Hon. J. W. LANGSFORD: Whilst
agreeing with Mr, Gawler in some res-
pects, especially in regard te the very
great powers vested in the eommissioner
under the Bill, he could not cuite agree
in the desire that we should go back to the
system of administration by a ecentral
board. Although the proposal in the Bill
to supersede the eenlral hoard hy a com-
missioner had heen hefore the lacal
aunthorities during the past two or three
monlhs, he had not heard of any objection
on lhe part of those local aunthorities to
the proposed ehanze.

Hon. D. G. Gawler: I is all in their
favour.

Hon, J. W. LANGSFORD: T that
were so, and if those loeal authorities held
that the ehange would condure to the hest
administration, than it was something to
which we ought to give favourable con-
sideration. The principle of nominative
boards was not held in ligh Favour, more
especinlly when an atiempt was made
1o give each part of the Stale representa-
tion on sueh boanls. By a emtinuance
of the present system we would land ont-
selves in considerable difficulties; for ai
present it seemed to be considered suffi-
cient if the two main divisions of the
Siale, namely, the goldfields and coastal
districts, were given representation on the
hoard, whereas in the near future a num-
ber of other elaims for representation
would have to be considered. For his
part he preferred the system of admim-
stralton hy a commussioner.

Hon, J. F. CCLLEN: Personally he
favoured the system of Ministerial con-
trol ihrongh a eommissioner. The com-
missioner would be, to a certain exient,

[COUNCIL.]

experimental. e would require to be
eminently practical as well as scientifie,
and if he should prove to be a bit theoretie
Parliamentary critieism would arise and
the Ministerial eonirol would come into
operation. He was econvinced that the
system of administration by a commis-
sioner was the better.

Hen. D. G. GAWLER: The vehement
way in which the Colonial Secretary had
defended the system of administraiion
by a commissioner ought to arouse serions
econcern awmongst the other members of
the Cabinet who had originally favoured
the system of administration by a board.
The Colonial Secretary had denounced the
system introduced by his own Government,
namely, that of a eentral board, from top
to bottom. Tt seemed peculiar that the
central board system, which had been ori-
ginally ineluded in the Government’s own
Bill, should now be the subject of strong
denunciation by the Colonial Secrveiary.
The Colonial Seeretary had declared that
the Minister was not a court of appeal,
either under the exisling Aet or under the
proposed Bill. Buat it would be seen by
Section 23 of the Act of 1888 that the
Minister was a court of appeal; and the
corresponding clause in the Bill was to the
same effeet, although somewhat differently
east. Undoubledly the Minister was prae-
tieniny « ecomrt of appeal. He was not
laying so mnch stress on the extra know-
ledge that possibly might rest on the cen-
tral board, lie was laying more sivess on
the increased econtrol, prestige, and an-
thority the board wounld be likely to have
in regard to the general publie amd the
loeal hoards, The advantages claimed
for the appointment of the comuissioner
would not acerne.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY had
not condemned his own Bill hor the Cen-
tral Board of Health. He had said the
system of control by a central board
worked well, but there were reasons why
at limes it might not work well. This
Bill was badly needed for the deteetion
of adulterated food stuffs, but the main
point of contention during the number of
years the Bill was before Parliament was
with regard to the question of eentral
econtrel, Parliament always put forward
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the argument that if a board was ap-
poinied it should be an elective board.
That system was tried to a certain extent
on the central board, but the experience
in regard to representation of the Eastern
Goldfields did not prove a success. It did
not strengthen the central board. QOut of
the 50 meetings of the board held during
the year only 17 were attended by the
woldfields representative, and in the pre-
vious vear the nuimber of attendances was
even less. There was no desive to con-
demn (le cendral board. but the Bill was
uow altered in this regard and he honestly
believed it was the hetter course to pur-
ste.

Houn. J. W. KIRWAYX: It was at the
request of the local aulhovities concerned
un the goldfields that he took np bhis stand
in tlis matter. Mvr. Hawkins, the secre-
tary of the local hodies on the goldfields.
wrote—

My ecommiftee desire to enter a strong
protest against the proposed abolition
of the Central Board of Health and the
appointment of a Commissioner in lien
thereof. After several vears of ex-
perience of worlkdng under the Central
Board of Health the commitiee are
quite satisfied that the funetions of that
body have been carried out in a satis-
factory manner. At present there is
on the board a” goldfields vepresenta-
tive whose knowledge of local condi-
tfions and requirements has proved of
serviee in matters affecting this distriet.
With the commissioner administering
ihe 1lealth Aet the loeal boards of
health would have no say in questions
concerning the wgoldfields. The eom-
mitlee nrve of opiniou that the present
system of administration is preferable
to that proposed, and trust yon {Hon.
J. W, Kirwan) will endeavonr to have
the Bill amended so as fo vetain the
central board.

Also the representatives of the loeal auth-
orities had informed him personally that
thex much preferred the existing svstem
to that laid down in the Bil! in its present
form.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: The
information contained in the letter read
by the hon. member was entirely news.
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8o far the only complaints heard from
the goldfields local boards or other local
boards was against the central Doard.
These bodies wanted a freer hand. It was
no argument to say that men wiih focal
knowledge eould he secured on a central
board. A man with a local knowledge in
Kalgoorlie would have no more knowledge
tfor general administration purposes than
one living in Geraldton. Tublic health
adminisiration should be exactly the =ame
in Kalgoorlie as in Albany ur anywhere
else. It was natural that a local hoard
with a representative on the eentral hoard
would wish to continue the system. seeing
that the Joeal hoard had one voice in five
in deecisions of the central board.

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 8 to 20—agread fo.

Clause 21—Annexation :

Hon., J. W. LANGSFORD: The twst
part of the clause was in the present Aet,
and provided that a munieipality could
take in and govern in rvegard to health
pratters an area outside ils boundaries,
but Subclanse 2 zave power to the Gov-
ernor to appoint to the loeal board of
health administerine health matters in the
municipality members representing the
outside area. It did not say how hiz the
distriet was to be nor how many outside
members were to be appointed. Thus we
would have eleeted and nominaied mem-
bers siiting on the one hoavd. and the
outside members would be abla to exercise
anthority in recard fo health matters in
the municipal area. This would he sure
to lead fto great tronble. He muved an
amendment —

That Subclause 2 he struck oni.

Hon. E. M. CLARKE: As Clause 20
provided that members of loeal boards of
health should he only seven in number,
would this not elash with the elause now
under disenssion?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY : There
were populated areas outside municipali-
ties not sofficiently larze to constituie
health distriets, and this elause gave the
power often used to annex them to exist-
ing municipal districts. The health board
had power to strike a health rate over an
ontside area. but without the provision
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in Subelanse 2 there would be no repre-
seniation on the board for the ouiside
area. Gwalia was a well populated dis-
triet whicli was annexed for health pur-
poses to ihe Leonora municipality. This
provision would give representation on the
Teonora health board fo the people of
{twalin. There was no objeation 1o limit-
ing the outside representation.

Hon. W. Patrick: Would members re-
presenling the ouiside area be in addition
to the seven members on the board?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: Yes.

Hon. E. M. CLARKE: Tt appeared to
him absolutely necessary that there should
be a differentintion between a loeal board
of health appointed by the Glovernor and
a loeal board of health which might con-
sist of a roads hoard or a municipality.
So far as he could read there was no dis-
tinetion befween such boards. It was
necessary to put in some amendment to
the effect that it should not operate in the
case of a municipal council. There would
be confusion if members from surround-
ing districts were trotted in.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : Under
the Bill every municipalify was a loeal
board of health. Then in Clanses 19 and
20 it was possible to create an ountside
local board of health. If the clause was
carried as it was printed these members
would sit with the other seven. There
was no ohjection to inserting a number,
but it was diffienlt to fix that number.
The clause might be left as it was, enabl-
ing the Governor to give proportionate
representation.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: The matter
would he greatly simplified if the Roads
Bil provided that all areas not governed
by municipalilies should be included in the
roads district. That would have to ecome
sooner or lafer. 'There was no reason why
(twalia should be entirely outside a muni-
cipality or a roads board government.

The Colonial Secretary: They are nol
a roads board now.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: Then the roads
board wonld get the representation. We
made a munieipal council the health board
for its full area although the health die-
triel might really be only one ward in that
municipaliby.

[COUNCIL.]

The Colonial Seeretary: No, il must
be the whole munieipality.

Hon, J. F. CULLEN: B the health
rate and ihe health adminisiration might
really only vitally econcern one ward. The
same applied fo a roads board. The health
provisions were really for the little town-
site witbin a municipality, and vet the
whole of the councitlors or members of
voads boards would for health purposes
administer that Aet. That was the posi-
tion.

The Colonial Secreiary: No. it is not.

Hon, J. F. CULLLEN: While he did
not think any injustice would arise he was
pointing out that there was no exaciness
iu these partions of the Bill. Where there
was a nominaled board at the present fime
thal nominatecd hoard controlled only the
townsite and nothing more. That was one
reason why we had these nominated healih
boards as distinet from those of a roads
bard or a munigipality.

Hon. 5. M. CLARKE: There was no
vhjection to a new distriet having propor-
rionate represeatation, but the Minister
shonld look the matier up bhecause it
seemed to him that the position was some-
what contradictory.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: The
clanse did not relale to a roads board or a
nominated local board, it only related to
a munieipality.

Amendinent pui and negatived.

Clansge put and passed.

Clauze 22—agreed to.

Clause 23— Application of funds where
local boards superseded by roads hoard:

The COLONTAL SHCRETARY moved
an amendmeni—

That in lines {1 and 12 the words
“Commissioner” he struck out and
SUinister” fnseried in lieu,

[I was thought belter that the linister
instead of the Comnnisioner should have
the power of distributing these asseis.

Amendment put and passed. the elause
as amended agreed to.

Clause 24, 25—agreed L.

Clause 26—Officers of lacal authority:

Hon. J. W. XIRWAN: Attention had
been drawn to Subelause 3 whieh provided
that the medieal officer of health should
alsa he a medieal officer of schnols and
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school children and should perform such
duties and submit such reports in con-
neetion therewith as might be preseribed
by the Cormmissioner. It had been pointed
out that this wounld naturally be a con-
siderable expense on the local bodies. The
Commissioner might order a frequent in-
spection ot school children, and this would
undoubtedly be n great burden on the
local bodies. The local bodies on the
wvoldfields felt that they should not be
called upon to bear the expense of a medi-
cal inspeetion of school children heeanse
thev contended it was as much a natipnal
natter as the edueation of the children,
and that it should be treated in very much
the same way. The clause also stated
that every medieal ofticer should be paid
hy the loeal anthority a salary of not less
than £15 per annum. If a medical offi-
cer was also an inspeetor of sehools and
sehool children, and earried out these in-
structions freguently. an expense of sev-
eral hundreds of pounds might be en-
tailed. The local bodies felt that fthis
would be a very severe burden on them,
especially in the centres where the schools
were attended bv upwards of 100 chil-
dren. Where there were small schools with
few children attending them, it would not
mean very much extra work fo the medi-
eal officer {0 examine the children occa-
sionally, but in sueh eentres as Perth, Fre-
mantle, and Kalgoorlie. the work wonld be
extremely heavy.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
medical examination of school children
had been instituted some years ago when
AMr. Kingsmill was Colonial Secretary.
and a very exeellent system it was. Ag
the preseni time there was an officer at-
tached {o the Health Department who did
nathing else but examine the children,
except at times when there was diphtheria
outbreak or some other cirenmstances
which required that his services shounld be
loaned to the local authorities. The
schools practieally thronghout the Slate
had been examined and some of them had
been re-examined many times. Tt was not
intended tn depart from the present svs-
tem. The clanse would not apply to
centres such as Kalgoorlie where as many
as 1.500 children attended one sehonl: the
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intention was that the medical olvicer for
the inspection of school children should
examine every school, but there might be
a simall school like that at Mount Maleolm,
for instance, to which children hind heen
added duving the year, and instead of the
officer journeying up from Perth, il was
not considered unreasonable 1o ask the
Incal authorily to instruct the local medi-
cal officer to carry out the examination of
the new scholars. He did not think that it
would add one penny to the cost of the
loeal board, nor did he think the medieal
officers would object to it. At the present
time the dentists of Perth were gratuit-
ously ecarrying out the inspeetion of the
teeth of echildren in fhe interest of the
establishment "of a dental colleze or
school:  they bad volunteered to do that
work and the Government had provided
materials at the eost of about £100. The
medical officers would have to do very
much less work than the dentisls were
doing; that work would only oceur in
isolated centres, and in most cases the
medical officers would be receiving from
the Government anything from £50 to
£300 per annum as district medieal officer.

Hon. J. W, KTRWAN: The explana-
tion of the Minister was fairly satisfae-
tory so far as his assuranee was con-
cerned, hut the subelause was maudatory
in ils phrasing and the matter of instruct-
ing the local heards to have the examina-
tions carried out praectieallv rested with
the Commissioner. The Government or
the eommissioner in the future might, for
the purpose of reducing expenses. require
even the large sehouls fo he examined by
the distriet medical officer. and it was de-
sirable that the Colonial Seecretarv should
put in some safezuard so that the ideas
to which he had given expression shounld
not be departed from.

Hon. R. LATRTE: The fear which had
been expressed by Mr. Kirwan had alse
lheen voiced by varions loeal bodies.
Whilst thex econld rest content with the
statement of the Colonial Secretary that
ihe loeal bodies woulld not he required to
pay for the inspection of children in
large centres. there was no guarantee that
Iater when he was no longer controlling
the department they would not be re-



2588

quired (0 pay. He thought the suzges-
tion of Mr. Kirwan in rerard to the in-
sertion ot a =aferuard was a zood one,

The COLOXNTAL SECRETARY: It
would he quile nnpossible to lay down
any hard and fast rule. The Mipister had
full power 10 veto any action of the com-
wissioner, and ihis would be clearly a
ease for the Minister to step in. if repre-
sentations were made by the loeal hoards
that an undue bhurden was heing placed
on them. Ii might happen ihat in the
selwool at a distant place like ('ue, where
the children might have been examined
six wonihs ago, 1he ovenrrence of sickness
in the district would render it necessary to
inspect some half dozen clildren newly
attending the school. That work could be
done by the medical officer in a few min-
utes, thos obviating the necessity of send-
ing an officer all the way from Perth to
do it. The possibility of instances like
that arising showed the inadvisability of
laying down a hard and fast rule. He
knew that certain medical officers of
heaith bad been alarmed at the provision
when it was first inzerted. hut whep he
hadl explained it {o them ihey had all,
with one exeeption. heen perfectly satis-
fied.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 27 to 29—agreed to.

Clanse 30—~Qualifications  of
tovs:

Tlon. 1. M. CLARKE: This was an
opportane time lo warn (he Minister
against (he appointment of theorists as
health inspeetors. "'No medieal officer
enuld become practical without having
had practical practice. and he wanted
these inspectors to he qualified in more
ways than one—not merely qualified with
book knowledge hut also with good prac-
tical ecommon sense. He had seen reports
from inspectors which eontained a lot of
rubbish and suggestions that were im-
possible, and he asked for an assnrance
Ffrom the DMinister that the inspectors
wauld be men who wonld carry out the
provizions of the Aet firmly and yet with
diseretion and common sense.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: There was a
danger of theoretical requirements by a
medical eommissioner, which would per-
haps throw out the most practical inspee-

inspec-

[COUNCIL.]

iurs appointed by the loeal buards. and
let in more theorists who would be an in-
ternal nuisance to people affected by the
Aet. No man was such a nuisanee as the
ineapable inspector. The so-called expert
who was merely erammed with a lot of
jargon and had ue practieal comnion
sense was not unknown in Western \us-
tralia, even in high positions.  Theve
seemed to be a possibility of the commis-
sioner pntting a difficult paper before
practical eommon sense inspeetors of the
local antliovities, and because they did not
cross theiv t's and dot their i's, passinge
them over and appointing men who were
merely able to eonform to the theoretical
requirements,

-~

Nitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 pon,

Hon. J. F. CCLLEN: the main pro-
tecion so far as he counld see was in
tabling all regulations in Parliament.
That would give an opporiunity for eriti-
cism, and if need be for further acton.

Hon. J. W. LANGSFORD: Tn the
appoiniment of inspectors the qualifica-
tions set ont by Mr. Clarke were worthy
of zreat consideration, that larpe com-
mons-.ase and general tactfulness should
be .ne (wo main qualifieations in eonnee-
tion with inspectors.

The Colonial Seecretary:
have technical knowledge.

Hon. J. W. LANGSFORD: One was
azsuming thal, but something mere than
technieal knowledge was requived. THe
haped the men now emploved, many very
worthy, but who might not bhe able io
pass the severe examinations yet in other
respeets who were a eredit to the board.
would he justly dealt with.

The OLONTAL SECRETARY : With
the views expressed by Mr. Clarke he had
greal syvmpathy. Fvery inspeetor <hould
he well qualified, and in {Lke metropolitan
area the mspeectors had qualified and all
of them held certificater from the Royal
Ranitary Institute. Bat something mare
was wanled and the central board had
endeavoured 10 zet practieal men.
At the same time the department had
under eonsideration a system of eadet
inspectors, the iden heing that instead of
inspectars having ta do the office work the

Thexy  must
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wadets would do the clevieal work for the
inspectors and go out with the inspectors
ihus zefting practical knowledge. That
would largely overcome the diflicalty men-
tioned. The president of the central
board was alive to ihis and understood
that practieal men were required as well
as theoretical men.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 31, 32-—agreed to.

Clause 33—Reports by medieal officer
of health:

The COLONTAL SECRETARY moved
an amendment—
Thet in lnes [ and 2 the words “Hiro
months™ be struck oul and “one month”
imserted in leu.
The clause provided that every medical
officer of health should within two monihs
of every vear present a report of the sami-
tary condition of a distrier,  The time was
comsider«d fon long and the amendment
redueed it,

Amendment passed; the clanse i am-
cended azreed to.

Clauses 34, 35—apreed to.

Clause 3—Appeal to Commissioner:

The COLONTAL SECRETARY moved
an amendment—

That in Iine 3 of Subclawse [ (he
word “twenty-one be struck oui and
“seven” imgerted in licu,

This wonld reduce the time within which
an appeal could he lodged.

Hon. J. ¥. CCLLEN : Seven days wonld
be too short in many cases: the gronnds
for appeal would take a litile fime
to think over and prepare. There wonld
have to be ecommunication with the com-
missioner. and it might be from a place
where there was a weekly mail. It was
4 mistake fo tie the time down fn seven
days. Many just eases for appeal wanld
20 by defauli throngh shoriness of Hime.
1t should not be less than 14 days.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY : Thix
only applied te a decision of the loeal
aunthority {o whom appeal did not lie;
but there would be no objeetion to 14
days. and he would alter his amendment
accordingly.

Amendment
passed.

(as altered) put and
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The COLONIAL SECRETARY moved
a further amendment—
That the following be inserted to
stand as Nubclauses 2 and 3:—(2)
Every such appeal shall be brought and
conducted in accordance with regulations
made by the Goecrvar,” <1300 Notice
of such appeal shall be served on the
seerelary to the local authority within
the said perind of seren days, bt such
notice shall not aperite as a slay of pro-
reedivgs on e order or decision unless
the coimmissioner so direcls.”
Amendment  passed; the elause. as
amended, agreed to,

Clause 37--Loeal authorities te report
annually:

The COLONTIAL SECRETARY wmoved
an amendment—
That in line 2 the word ~Tanuary” be
siruck oul and “February” inserted in
lieu,
It was provided that the lueal authority
shonid report anunnally during the montb
of January. The period was short, there-
fore the amendment was required.

Amendment passed; the eclawse. as
amended, agreed to.

Clanse 38—agreed to.

Clause 39—Power to levy general health
rate:

The COLONTAL SECRETARY moved
an amendment—-

That in line f of Subclavse (1)
the words “upon the capital unimproved
value in fee simple” he struck out,

When first the Bill was introduced in
another place it had provided that the
rating should be either on the unimproved
capital value or on the annual valne. To
this an amendment had been made ves-
tricting the rate o the unimproved capi-
tal value, whilst in respect to the sanitary
rate it was still left optional. He was
moving this amendment to vestore the ori-
ginal form, as the proposed system would
be unwerkable in the ecase of municipali-
ties rating on an annual value, seeing
that they would have to make a separate
valualion for the purpose of o health rate.
The optional system suited the roads
boards very well hecaunse some rated on the
capital unimproved value while others
rated on the annnal value: but in the ense
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of municipalities it wenld not he work-
able.

Hon. D. G. GAWLER : The amendwent
was a good one, and deserving of support.
The clause seemed to have been aeceepted
in another place on a most inadequate
discussion.

The CHATRMAN: The lhon. member
was not allowed to allude to the debate in
anather plaee.

Hon. D. G. GAWLER: At any rate
there was another objection, namely, the
diffienlty of re-arranging the books of the
local authorities. To carry out the rating
on the unimproved value it would be ne-
cessary to have an entirely mnew set of
books for municipal institutions. More-
over the tax would fall heavily on unim-
proved land. He wonld support the
amendment.

Amendment put and passed.

The COLONTAYL SECRETARY moved
a further amendment—

That m Subclause {2} all the words
after “exceed” be siruck out and the
following inserted in licu.—"“{a) in dis-
tricls from time {o time declared by the
Governor by nolice in the ‘Government
Gazette’ to be within this paragraph of
this subsection— (i.) ninepence in the
pound on the annwval assessment; or (ir)
when the system of valuation on the
basis of the unimproved value is ad-
opted, one pemny farthing in the pound
on the capital unimproved value of the
land i fee simple; and {b) in other
districts—(i.) sizpence in the pound
on the annual assessment; or (#.) when
the system of valuation on the basis of
unimproved value 1s adopted, three fur-
things in the pound on the capital un-

improved walue of the land in fee
simple.”
Hon. J. F. CULLEN: During the

secoltd reading debate he had pointed out
how absurdly high were the rates. The
Minister had now reduced them to a little
more than one-third, He wonld support
the amendment.

Hon. J. W. LANGSFORD: Would the
Minister give the Conunittee some infor-
mafion as 1o the differential rates to be
charped and the principle the Governor
would observe in distingnishine between

[COUNCIL.]

eertain municipalities and health boards?
For iustance some might rate at six-
penee and some at ninepence on the annual
assesswent, while on the unimproved
values some might rate at one penny
farthing and others at three farthings in
the pound.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It
would depend upon the requirements of
the district. In some cases it might be
necessary to strike a rate as high as nine-
penee, while in other cases sixpence wounld
be suflicient.

Amendment passed: the clanse, as am-
ended, agreed Lo.

Clause 40—Sanilary rate:

Hon. E. M, CLARKE: There seemed to
be mno fewer than fve different rates.
Clause 39 provided for a general healil
rate. Clause 40 for a sanitary rate, Clause
41 for a supplementary rate. Clanse 43
for n borrowing rate, and Clanse 86 for
a pan rate. Would ihe Minister explain
the necessity for five differeni rates?

Hon. D, G. GAWLER : There are but
three. Clause 86 is optional with Clause
4.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
Ioeal anthority wight levy a sanitary rate
or, alternatively, a pan rate, in addition te
which there was the general health rate
and the loan rate. The general health rate
was for ordinary purposes. If a muniei-
pality earried out its own sanitary work
it might strilke either a sanitary raie or a
pan rate, The borrowing rate was in or-
der to raise money for, say, purchasing a
plant to carry oul the work of the local
anthority.

Hon. E. M. Clarke: And the supple-
nentary rale?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: That
was clear enough; it was intended fo meet
any unanticipated expendituce due to
some onthreak of disease.

Hon. E. M. CLARKE moved an amend-
ment—

That in line 13 the words “ten ghil-
lings" be struck onl, and “two skillings
and sirpeiace’ inserled i liew,

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: The
amount of 2s. 6d. wounld be altogether in-
adequate 1o do (he work. Surely 10s. per
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_.anmmi was little enough, as a sanitary
rate.

Hon. €. M, CLARKE: Certainly the
work eould not be carried out under the
pan rate af less than 10s. for a tenement,
bhut it would appear that the pan rale
was to be in addition to the sanitary rate.

The "OLONIAL SECRETARY : No;
the local authority could chavge either the
sanitary rate or the pan rate, and 10s. was
quite little enough under either system.

BHon. W. PATRICK: Was 10s, to be
the minimwm eharge whether services
were rendered or not?

The Colonial Seeretary: The minimum
vharge for a tenemeni was 10s,

Arsendment put and neeatived.

Clause put and passed.

Clause +41—Supplementary rates:

The COLONIAL SECRETARY moved
an amendment—

That i lne 2 the word “Commis-
stoner” be struck out and “Gorernor”
inserted in lieu.

It was thoughl wise o give power (0 re-
quire a Joeal anthority Lo levy a special
supplementary rate to meet any exiraor-
dinary or unaniicipated expenditure, but
the power should he in the hands of the
Covernor,

Hon. J. W. LANGSFORD: T was a
wise alteration the Minister proposed.
One did not know of any instances where
the power given in this elause had been
rendered necessary, though it might ap-
pear lo the Minister at Himes that loeal
hoarnds should strike hicher rates to earry
out their health work properly. It was to
be hoped the power would he exercised
very cautiously.

Amendment put and passed: the clanse
as amended agzreed to.

Clauses 42 to M)—ayreed to.

Clanse 91—New cesspools for night-
soil forbidden:

The COLONIAL SECRETARY moved
an amendment—

That all the words after “constructed”
in line 2 be struck out and “except with-
in suchk portion (if any) of the district
as may be preseribed by the local gu-
thority” inserted in lieu.

The clause entirely prohibited the con-
struetion of any pits for the deposit of
nightsoil in anv distriet; but as this
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wight prove harsh in some country dis-
tricts, ihe local anthority was given power
to preseribe any poriien of a distriet
which mighr be inconvenienced by the
prohibition eontained in the clause.

Hon. E, M. CLARKFE: Was provision
made by which the local anthovities eould
be paid for sanitary services rendered to
Governituent buildings?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: If a
sanilary rate was struck by the distriet
there was a valuabion of the Government
buildines and a charge was made accord-
inglv: but it the loeal hoavd charged »
pan rate the Government paid just the
same ns private individoals. This, how-
ever, did not always work ont satisfae-
torilyv. Por instance at Droeme the chavye,
based aceording to the valuation of the
gaol, did nol amply pay for the santtary
worlk done. 'l'o get over the difficulty it
wag provided in the Bill that the local
autherity could charge the Government
either on the pan rate or on the sanitary
rate so that they would get fully paid for
the work done.

Hon. J. W. LANGSFORD : The amend-
ment moved by the Minister was reverting
to a syslem of disposing of nightsoil sup-
posed to be out of date many years ago.
Tt wonld leave it open for districts within
the metropolitan provinee to carry on this
old system.

Hon. E. M. CLARKIE: The amendment
was a good one, looking at it from a prac-
tieal standpoint. There was great diffi-
culty in eountry health districts. For in-
stance, at Brunswick, the board made a
levy of so much per annum within a cer-
tain radins of the post office. and did not
allow anything but pans to be used within
{hat radius. In a eountry town there must
be some method of disposing of nightsoil.

Hon. J. W. Lanesford: A saunitary rate
will be imposed.

Hon. E. M. CLARKFE: Ti was held
that a tax eonld not be imposed without
representation. but, when we came to add
to that. taxation for services which were
not rendered. the matter hecame even
worse. We should not make a law whieh
it would nol he possihle to earry out. and
this one would be next to impossible.

The COLONTATL SECRETARY: For
the reasons given by Mr. Clarke the neces-
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sity for making a proviso of the kind
proposed became apparent. Under the
At there was no vetoing the action of the
local board.

Amendmeni put and passed; the clause
as amended agreed to.

Clauses 92 to 11i—agreed to.

Clause 115—By-laws:

On motion by the COLONIAL SEC-
RETARY the clause was amended in line
1 of paragraph 18 after the word “made”
by adding the words “when no annual
charze 1s made under Section 86G;” also
by the deletion of similar words appear-
ing at the end of the paragraph; also by
substituting  “Governor” for “Commis-
stonei” in paragraph 34

Clause as amended agreed fo.

Clauses 116 to 121—agreed to.

Clause 122—Plans of buildings to be
submitted fo local authority :

The COLONIAL SECRETARY moved
an amendment—

That the following be added to stand
a5 Subclause (2} :—The Governor
may from time to time declave by pro-
clamation  that  subsection (1) shall
apply in any ofler distriet or in any
portion of any olher district, and may
at any time revoke any such proclama-
tion. and while such declaration re-
mains i force subsection (1) shall
apply in such district or portion as if
it were @ municipal district.”
Amendment passed: the

amended agreed fo.

Claunses 123 to 137—agreed to.

Clanse 138--Notice to be given of iu-
tention to build or open public buildings :

Hon. J. W. LANGSFORD: This
¢lanse deall only with public bnildings,
and when it was the owner's intention to
build he had io give nolice to the Com-
missioner and send to the Commissioner
plans and sperifieations drawn to a cer-
tain =cale with full partienlars. e quite
aereed with thal provision. becanse the
Commissioner atone had the nght to say
that a cerlain public huilding was fit to
be opened. At the same time notice had
tu he given {o the local authorvity, A
duplivate sel of plans had to he prepared.
specifications 1o a ceriain seale had to be
made gul, and the loeal authority had no

clause as

[COUNCIL.]

right to say that the building should not
be opened. They need not be consulted.
1t was placing npon those who wished to
build unnecessary trouble and expense
seeing that the local aulhority had =0
jurisdietion whatever with regard to ihe
opening of public buildings. It was
right. possibly, that notiee to build should
be sent to the loeal authority as well as to
the comunisstoner. but it was wnot neces-
sary that duplicate plans also should he
sent.

The (OLONJAL SECRETARY: The
clause applied only to public buildings,
hut still the term “public buildings” had
a fairly wide menning. He was rather
inclined to agree with Mr. Langsford that
if the clause were siriclly enforeed it
might cause hardship, pavticularly in the
case of elmrches and buildings of that
deseription.  He was prepared to agree
to o modification to the extent of sendiny
to the local anthority merely a notifica-
tion of the infention to build.

On motion by Hon. J. W, LANGS-
FORD the clause was further amended
by ingerting afier the word “notice” in
line 1 of Subelause 2 the words “to the
commissioner.”

Hon. 1. F. CULLEN moved a facther
amendment—

That Subclause 3 be struck out.
The preceding clause provided that plans
shounld be senl to the loeal authority, and
Subelanse 3 preseribed how the plans
shonld be drawn. That was entirely un-
necessary. The architeet might not draw
lis plans in (hat way, and there wonld
then have to be speeial plans drawn ve-
suritless of whai was the castom. The
ordinary architeel’s plan with a block
plan of the 2round showing the building
in situ should surely be ample.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: It
was necessary that the details of pro-
posed public buildings should be strielly
serutinised  hefore permission teo build
was given, 1f. for instanee, there was
i defeed in a door. a bloek might be
caused during a stampede on account of
an ontbreak of fire, and in that way
many valuable lives might be lost. It
was the details of public buildings that
requived the most attention. The pro-
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vision might cause a little expense, but it
was very necessary in the interests of
public safety.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.

On motion by the COLONIAL SEC-
RETARY Subelause 3 was consequenti-
ally amended by striking ont the words
“or loeal authority,” in the last line; also
Subelause 5 was amended by striking out
the words “and lodged with the local aa-
thority,” in the last line.

Clause as amended agreed lo.

Clause 139—agreed to.

(lause 140—Inspection :

Ou motion by the COLONIAL SEC-
RETARY the clause was amended by
striking out of Subelause 3 the words, “if
he so think necessary” at the heginning
of paragraph (h).

Clause as amended agreed fo.

Clause 14l—agreed to.

Clause 142—Regulations as to
erowding, ele.. in publie buildings:

On motion by the COLONIAL SEC-
RETARY the clanse was amended by
striking out of line 1 the word “Commis-
sioner” and inserting “Governor” in lien.

Clause as amended agreed to.

Clauses 143, 1dd-—agreed to.

Progress reported.

over-

ADJOURNMENT —CHRISTMAS
HOLIDAYS.

The COLONIAL
moved—

That the House at its rising adjourn

to Tuesday, 17th January, 1911.

There was an unnsual procedure this vear
in having to reassemble after Christmas,
but of course that is a matter beyvond the
power of thiz House. However, T can
assure hon. members that I do not relish
having to sit after Christinas any more
than do other hon members. At the same
titne, as it has not been found possible to
get throngh all the important legislation it
will be neceszary to meet again. I cannot
of conrse, give any information as to how
long it will be necessary to sit in the new
year; it may be for a fortnight, or per-
haps a month—that will largely depend
on hon. members and another place,
Hovwever, T take this opportunity of wish-

SECRETARY

2593
ing you, Mr. President, and also the
Chairman of Cowmmitiees, lion. members,

and the officers of the House the eom-
pliments of the season.
Question passed.

House adjourned ai 845 p.m,

Regislative Hssembly,
Wednesday, 21st December, 1410,

Paak

Petition : \\‘ongnn Hills-Mullewn lewn_y Bill ... 2593
Paper presente . .., 2593
Quegtions: Mr. J. & Hnys claim ... . 2503
Fruit Lzpert ... . 2004
Esgpernuce District, Lana Selection . 2594
Geological report, Snndstone-Lawlers . 2594
Bill : Licensing, returned L. 2692
Anmual Egtimates, Votes and Ttems discussed .., 2594

The SPEAKER tock the Chair at 4.30
pan., and read prayers.

PETITION-—~WONGAN HILLS-MUL-
LEWA RAILWAY BILL.

Mr. 8. F. MOORE presented a petition
from the Midland Railway Company
praying that the Bill to authorise the con-
straetion of a rallway from Wongan Hills
to Mullewa he referred to a select com-
mittee, and that the company be per-
mitted to be reprezented by counsel and
to eall and examine witnesses bhefore such
select committee.

Petition received and read.

PAPER PRESENTED,
By the Premier: TReport of the Com-
missioner of Taxation to 30th June, 1910.

AMR. T G
CIJ:\I:\I.

Mr. BATH (withount notice) asked the
Premier: Have any inquiries been made
into the elaim of Mr. J. G. Hay againsl
the Government Labonr Bureau, and, if
so0, with what result? Possibly the Pre-
mier eould not answer offhand, but T will

QUESTION HAY'S




